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Dear Member: 

As you will learn when you have read 
the list of the Society's accomplishments from 
September 1, 1984 up to the present, it has 
been a busy and a very productive year for the 
Society. 

Presented in this issue of the 
NEWSLETTER, in addition, are two of the 
many important texts that were written by 
Society members during the past year: Bob 
Tomaine's "A Summary History of the 
Lackawanna Valley Railroad and Its 
Predecessors" and S. Robert Powell's 
"Remarks" that were given on the occasion of 
the centennial of the G.A.R. Monument in 
Memorial Park, Carbondale, on May 27, 1985. 
Also presented herein is a complete list of the 
members of the Society as of August 8, 1985. 

As always, the Society would not be able 
to accomplish all that it does without the 
constant encouragement and support of the 
membership. For having helped as you have, we 
are very grateful. 

The Executive Committee 

****************************************** 


Accomplishments 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE CARBONDALE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM, INC., 
09-01-1984—08-08-1985: 

1. The Historical Society was 
instrumental in having preservation covenants 
included in the deed of sale of the Old Post 
Office (1911) to Joseph R.Mussari, Carbondale 

(Mussari's bid of $48,000 was accepted by the 
United States Postal Service on 08-27-1984). 
These covenants were included because S. 
Robert Powell wrote, in December 1982, to the 
United States Postmaster General, William F. 
Bolger, and asked that the architectural 
integrity of the building be protected and 
preserved by the insertion of preservation 
convenants in the deed of sale. Accordingly, 
F. X. Biglin, Senior Assistant Postmaster 
General, wrote SRP and assured him that "the 
Postal Service recognizes the exterior 
architectural integrity of the old building. We 
have taken steps to see that it will be 
protected when it is sold. Covenants will be 
included in the deed of conveyance which will 
require the new owner to perserve the 
exterior. He will be required to consult with 
the Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation 
Officer prior to making any changes." 

2. Sponsored a presentation on 
STEAMTOWN USA in Carbondale by the 
General Manager of STEAMTOWN USA, James 
Gillespie; this presentation took place at the 
Society's annual dinner meeting, which was 
held at the Pioneer Inn, Gordon Avenue, on 
11-09-1984. At this meeting, James Hepburn, 
John N. Kiefer, Jr., Joseph Pascoe and Susan 
B. Stephens were elected to the Board of 
Directors of the Society; the current officers 
of the Society, who also serve on the Board of 
Directors, were also elected at this time. 

3. In early November 1984, the President 
of the Historical Society, together with Robert 
Davis (Carbondale City Manager), Steven Smith 
(Visqueen), Michael Fomous (Gentex), Justus 
Hart (Chesapeake Corporation), Richard Kane 
(Kane Warehousing), testified at a public 
hearing in favor of the creation of a 
Lacakwanna County Railroad Authority, such 


an authority was created on 11-14-84, with the 
following members-. Dominic surace, John 
Murgia, Ed E Rogers, Paul Hart and John Hart. 

Less than one month later, the Authority 
authorized the purchase of the 16-mile line 
from Scranton to Carbondale from the D&H. At 
the same time, Attorney Larry Malski was 
appointed Executive Director of the Authority. 

The papers were signed by Rogers and Hart on 
12-27-1984, and by Charles McKenna, for the . 
D&H, on 01-11-1985. The Carbondale Historical 
Society, in a word, played an important role in 
saving the rail line from Scranton to 
Carbondale. The Historical Society played an 
equally important role in raising funds for the 
rehabilitation of the Scranton/Carbondale rail 
line during July 1985—see item number 
twenty- four 1 in this list. 

4. Sponsored a Christmas Concert by 
Scranton's Crystal Band (H. Earl Brink, 
Conductor; Manny Winters, Band Manager) in 
Fellowship Hall of the First Presbyterian 
Church on 12-09-1984; SRP served as Master of 
Ceremonies on this festive occasion. 

5. John V. Buberniak, John N. Kiefer, 

Jr., S. Robert Powell and Robert J. Tomaine 
presented, at the North High Rise in 
Carbondale on 01-24-1985, an illustrated 
lecture, open to the public, entitled 
"Anthracite Mining/Anthracite Railroads." 

6. Acquired, on 01-25-1985, two Gravity 
Railroad cars for the collection: one from the 
Homestead Golf Course and one from Takach's 
Greenfield Acres. 

7. On 02-15-1985, the President of the 
Society represented the Society and performed 
his Lincoln presentation at the annual Lincoln 
Day Dinner at the Hotel Jermyn, Scranton. 

8. The President of the Society delivered 
an illustrated lecture on 02-28-1985 to the 
Royals Historical Society (Roy Whitman, 
President) in 203 St. Thomas Hall, Scranton; 
the lecture was entitled: "Carbondale: The 
Pioneer City." 

9. John Klimkiewicz formulated and 
submitted to the membership for approval, on : 
03-07-1985, the formal policy by which the 
Society's museum will be governed; this report 

on the museum practices and procedures of the 
Society was reviewed, revised and adopted by 
the Executive Committe on 03-09-1985. 

10. Sponsored, together with the Junior 
Historians at Carbondale Area High School 
(Frank Wade, Advisor), a Charter Day Assembly 

in the auditorium at Carbondale Area High Q 
School on March 15, 1985, the 134th anniversary 
of the incorporation of the City of Carbondale. 

This program is described in detail in Volume I, 
Number 3 (March 20, 1985) of the CHS&M, Inc. 
NEWSLETTER. 

1L On 03-15-1985, the Society lent 
several objects from its collections, including a 
Hendrick Fire Company helmut and a Mitchell 
Fire Company uniform, to the Scranton 
Anthracite Museum for an exhibition entitled 
"Gears and Wheels" (Dr. Elizabeth Jewell, 
Curator), m May 1985, Robert J. Tomaine made 
copy prints from negatives in his personal 
collection and in the Society's collection (of 
the Gravity Railroad and the Honesdale Branch 
of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad), and lent 
them to this exhbition, which opened in July 
1985 and which will close on December 30, 
1986. 

12. Susan B. Stephens and S. Robert 
Powell, representing the Society, marched in 
the Saint Patrick's Day Parade in Scranton on 
03-16-1985, and carried the Carbondale flag; 

(Continued on page 5) n 



A Summary History of the 
Lackawanna Valley Railroad 

and Its Predecessors. 

By Robert J. Tomaine 

The railroad line through 
the Lackawanna Valley from 
Carbondale to Scranton had its 
origins in 1843, when the 
Delaware and Hudson Canal 
Company undertook to extend 
operations on its coal-hauling 
gravity railroad to Archbald, 
seven miles distant from what 
was then the beginning of the 
line in Carbondale. Concurrent 
with this extension work, the 
line was also being rebuilt in 
the opposite direction toward 
Honesdale and the Delaware and 
Hudson Canal Company's Canal. 

James Archbald, under 
whose supervision the work on 
both the extension and the 
rebuilding was carried out, laid 
out the lines south of 
Carbondale under the same 
concept as had been used on 
other parts of the system. This 
involved the use of two 
separate tracks, one being for 
the loaded cars carrying 
anthracite coal toward the 
terminus of the canal at 
Honesdale, and the other for 
the return of the empty cars to 
the mines. 

With the extension 
completed, the loaded track 
began at the base of No. 5 Hill 
in Archbald. Two 
steam-powered inclined planes 1 
were employed to pull the cars 
up to the summit of the 
mountain, from which they 
would then coast the entire 
distance to Carbondale. From 
there, they would travel over 
more planes and a number of 
levels to Honesdale. 

The return track to 
Archbald began at a point in 
Carbondale known as the 
"switchback," where cars 
returning from Honesdale would 
be switched over to the newly 
constructed "back plane," built 
expressly for the purpose of 
providing a starting elevation 
for the cars to coast to 
Archbald. As on the other 
sections of the line, no 
locomotives were used. 

Shortly after this 
expansion, the D&HCCo. first 
experienced major oposition to 
its expansion plans, with a 
sentiment in existence in the 
Lackawanna Valley that a 
locomotive line should be 
constructed to a connection 
with the New York and Erie 
Railroad at Lanesboro, PA. One 
explanation for such hostility in 
the region may lie in the fact 
that, at the time, the D&H's 
gravity system was not open to 
the general public as a common 
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